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Table1 - Principal Catechins Present in Fresh Leaf

(percent dry weight)

(+) Catechin 1-2
(-) Epicatechin 1-3

(+) Gallocatechin  1-3
(-) Epicatechin 3-6

(-) Epigallocatechin
gallate

(-) Epicatechin gallate 3-6
7-13
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Figure 2 - Oxidantion of Epicatechin
and Epigallocatechin to Their Respective Quinones.
This is the first step in the formation of theaflavins.
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Figure 3 - Formation of Theaflavin From Catechin Quinone

Theaflavin

Note: Various theafiavins can be formed depending on which cafechins
are undergoing oxidation
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Bioflavonoid Complex
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